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Larvae of monarch butterflies feed exclusively on members of the Asclepidaceae family. Common
milkweed is the species most utilized by monarchs in the corn belt due to its abundance. The
importance of common milkweed occurring in agricultural settings in the monarch life cycle is poorly
understood. A survey was conducted from 1999 to 2001 to determine the relative abundance and
stability of common milkweed in different vegetative habitats across lowa. The initial survey in 1999
determined that approximately 50% of corn and soybean fields in lowa were infested with common
milkweed. In subsequent surveysin 2000 and 2001, row-crop fields infested with common milkweed
declined to approximately 35%. In contrast, roadside right-of-ways infested with common milkweed
were stable at approximately 75% from 1999 to 2001. The initial 1999 survey determined a high
infestation frequency in land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program. A more extensive survey
(100 sites) of undisturbed habitats in 2000 determined that 90% of these sites contained common
milkweed. Swamp, honeyvine and eastern whorled milkweed were present in 5, 4 and 1% of the
undisturbed habitats, respectively. These data, combined with information concerning land use
patterns; can help determine the relative importance of milkweed occurring in agricultural land in the
life cycle of the monarch.



